
Report from the Chair 2011 

 

My report this year must record with great sadness the death of our friend and Treasurer, Colin Simpson. 

His departure has left a great hole in our Club and his work over the 40 years of our existence has been legendary. 

I must thank everyone who has taken on some part in filling the many aspects of the work that he undertook, especially Tom 

Morris and Margaret Simpson who have ensured that the Newsletter keeps coming and that event organisation is being 

covered. 

It is at times like these that the strength of an organisation is tested.  We are most fortunate to have a strong and committed 

Committee who have pulled together, and are moving forward with confidence. 

However, there are gaps.  We are indebted to John Walker who has stepped forward to take on the Road & Cross Country 

Secretary-ship (to be confirmed at the forthcoming AGM), to Martin Wilkinson, our Treasurer elect, and to Adrian Lloyd who 

has agreed to be our President for 2012 - Marcia Smedley will be in tandem as President elect.  If you think that you would like 

to join the team and add your support – especially with the organisation of the Track & Field, or as Assistant Treasurer, we 

should be delighted to hear from you.  We wish Derek Johnson well as he undertakes his higher responsibilities as 

Leicestershire President, however, we shall lose his services as Officials Secretary – could you be interested? 
 

In his report Tom Morris has provided a most thorough resume of the membership and events that have taken place during the 

past year so I shall not detail these.  However, the standing of the Club within the British Masters movement continues to grow 

as we once more proved that we are capable and willing to take on events at national level and make a success, even at short 

notice. 

The promotion of the National Relays and the Inter Area T&F once more fell within the Midlands Area with the attendant 

pressure upon our resources.  This coming year sees in addition the BM T&F and the Cross Country Relays at Derby when our 

Officials will be in the front line.  We are the favoured venue for most national events due to our central location, this can be of 

benefit to our athletes but sanity must prevail and it is important that the head rules the heart in accepting responsibilities. 
 

Our MMAC athletes were, once more, well to the fore in the International Cross Country in Glasgow helping to bring home all 

the Trophies for England.  If you wish to be considered for Belfast in November please keep your CV up to date and enter as 

many of the BMAF XC and Road Championships as possible as these will be taken into account when selecting the England 

Teams.  Mick Smedley will be in touch via the Newsletter with details of how to apply. 
 

Paul Tasker will again be Inter Area T&F Team Manager.  It was most unfortunate that a clerical error resulted in us losing the 

Ladies Trophy to EVAC after scrutiny. I think this was the closest match since the start of the competition back in the 1990s - 

we shall of course be trying to rectify the situation in September, again at Solihull.  Some of the events may be changed which 

may be to our advantage. 

The MMAC T&F Championships were, theoretically, a chance to choose our team but the weather towards to end of the day at 

Leicester thwarted efforts.  Well done to everyone, athletes and officials, who lasted the distance – we even managed some 

records in the most appalling conditions.  We are off to Nuneaton in June, prayers for sunshine please. 
 

We are indebted to the Clubs and organisers who have offered their venues for our Championships this year.  Presently we are 

seeking a 2013 MMAC Cross Country venue, also somewhere to host the 2014 International XC.  If you think that your Club 

could be involved please let me or John Walker know. 
 

Financially the Club has had a profitable year.  I have been involved with the preparation of the accounts this year and greatly 

appreciate the work that Colin has done over time.  

However, we are conscious that increasing postage costs will inevitably mean that, if we keep to the present subscription rates 

and costs continue to rise, from 2013 a deficit situation will develop.  Also, BMAF will be seeking a 50p increase in their Levy 

to Clubs for similar reasons – this must be passed on to members. There has been no increase in subscriptions for 8 years 

Your Committee therefore propose to increase MMAC subscriptions for 2013 to £12 for those who receive their Newsletters 

online and to £14 for those who receive a posted issue.   

This proposition will be put to the AGM at Donisthorpe Woodland Park for your consideration, please come and offer your 

views.  
 

Once again my thanks go to the General Committee who have given unstintingly of their time to make sure that we present a 

full and varied programme and to the Officers who have made my job so much easier.   

Rita Brownlie is completing her second term as President and I thank her for her friendship and support. 
 

As we approach our 40
th

 Anniversary I look forward to the celebrations being planned for the Autumn and wish you all a 

successful and injury free season, I hope to see you there.                  

Irene Nicholls 
March 2012 


