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My how the year goes by quickly? It seems such a short while ago since I was writing last year’s 
report. Hopefully I will be in time for this to be published well before our AGM as I promised in the 
2010 report. 

As always the bulk of my time is taken up in dealing with processing our membership subscriptions 
and dealing with emails on every subject to do with MMAC. Nowadays, physical correspondence i.e. 
post mail, is minimal because of the greater use of electronic email and members who do not use 
email/internet should perhaps understand why sometimes the emphasis is on this aspect. Email 
correspondence and use of the website/Facebook/Twitter, all have increased the communication 
with our members both ways. It is cheap and easy and does help to keep your subscriptions down. 
Nearly 79% of our current membership is on email and this is increasing as almost every new 
member has an email address. 

Following on from this I found during the year that use of the e-Group was a failure with less than 
200 members signing up in the previous 2 years. I was just not reaching the majority of membership 
with news and updates and this was frustrating for me. I made the decision therefore to cease using 
the e-Group and using the Leeds based Clubbz site instead. The difference was that I could 
add/remove members myself thus retaining more control and allowing me to reach everyone on 
email. As many of you experienced there were some teething problems and I am also still on a 
learning curve but the early feedback is good. Reminders of our 10 mile race and payment of subs 
resulted in an upsurge of traffic on the website with more members entering the 10 mile than have 
for years and dozens of early subs payment. 

The contract for our website came up for renewal in April and it was decided not to extend it. Our 
webmaster was also deluged with other work and it was decided that we would use the MMAC Blog 
as our official website. This again was a big saving on our finances. Later we changed the site address 
slightly making it easier to both remember and type in your browsers. The address is 
www.midlandmasters.com 

At the time of writing, so far in 2011 we have had 38,941 views with a record 5911 in June (after our 
T&F Championships) and we are averaging 111 views per day. Not all are members of course but it 
does represent an average of 47 views per member, in theory! If you break that down further, it is 
less than 1 view per week per member, so I KNOW we can do better. You can subscribe to receive an 
email when the website is updated on the home page, please give it a go. The Facebook Group has 
88 members and we also have a dedicated Facebook Page. All updates on the website are posted on 
these pages, just Google “midland masters facebook”. 

Towards the end of the year we introduced an option to pay the subscriptions by Standing Order. 
This has been received well with over 50 signing up in a few weeks. 

I have continued issuing membership ‘cards’ to members on email, if anyone else requires one then 
please send me a s.a.e. and I’ll get one to you. Members paying by standing order will receive one 
the first year but not subsequent years. 

Our 1st Claim membership remains fairly static with 92 members. Unfortunately, yet again, only a 
small percentage represented us in the Midland Veterans Track & Field League and we were unable 
to justify sending a team to the Cup Finals. 

We promoted a very successful BMAF Cross Country Championships in March at fairly late notice 
and we thank both our friends at Birchfield Harriers and Birmingham City Council for their help and 
expertise. 

http://www.midlandmasters.com/


General and Membership Secretary’s Report 2011 

 

 

In May we also organised the National Masters Open Road Relays, which were renamed just for one 
year as The Denis Withers National Masters Road Relays in honour of Denis and for all his work in 
previous years. 

Because of local authority cut backs we will be affected financially when promoting these joint 
events and this is an area that your committee are looking carefully at. This also applies to our own 
championship events throughout the year; with the cost of medals increasing we inevitably will have 
to increase the entry fees to avoid making a loss. 

We were able to re-introduce a 10 mile championship in December and the Sneyd Christmas 
Pudding run at Bloxwich, Walsall proved a popular choice with 53 of our members entering. It’s 
highly probable that we will return in 2012 as it neatly spreads out the Road/XC championships with 
the 10k in September; 10 mile in December; our XC in January and relays in April. These together 
with the track & field championships in June certainly mean a busy time for your committee. 

Competitively, we were very successful across the disciplines in a range from local to world events. 
Results of these meetings have been well documented elsewhere, so I am not mentioning anyone 
individually but congratulations and well done to all who represented both MMAC and BMAF 
throughout the year. 

We were all devastated and saddened by the loss of founder member and Treasurer, Colin Simpson, 
in July. Colin had been a stalwart and great supporter of veteran/masters athletics since our 
inception in 1972 when after winning the Nuneaton 10 mile race he became member number 1. 
With the remaining finishers taking their positions as their membership numbers, the Midland 
Veterans Athletic Club was born. We hope to mark the 40th anniversary of this happening in the 
autumn of 2012 with a social event. 

Finally, I would like to thank the officers and committee for all their support during the year. Special 
thanks to Irene Nicholls; Margaret Simpson; Adrian Lloyd and Phil Owen for their help in various 
aspects of MMAC events. Thanks also to all our membership for their continued support. I am 
extremely grateful when I receive words of encouragement as well as constructive criticism from 
members. This feedback is always useful. 
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